We report in vitro studies and therapeutic trials of 24 APL patients using all-trans RA.
MATERIALS

AND METHODS
Patients.
The diagnosis of APL was made according to the criteria of the French-American-British (FAB) cooperative study group.'#{176} Every patient presenting to our hospitals since early 1986 with a diagnosis of APL was included in this study. The clinical characteristics of the 24 patients with APL are shown in Table 1 . Eleven females and 13 males with a mean age of 35.5 years (range 5 to 69 years) were studied. The total WBC counts ranged from 0.5 x 109/L to 15.8 x 109/L, including 20 cases (83.3%) with <3 x 109/L, 3cases(12.5%)between3
x l09and 10 x 109/L,and lcase(4.l%) with >10 x 109/L. The hemoglobin concentrations ranged from 41 to 121 g/L including 8 cases (33.3%) with <60 g/L, 12 cases (50%) between 60 and 90 g/L, and 4 cases (16.7%) with >90 g/L. Platelet counts ranged from 10 x 109/L to 337 x l09/L, including 15 cases (62.5%) with <50 x l09/L, 7 cases (29.2%) between 50 x l09/L and 100 x I09/L and 2 cases (8.3%) with >100 x l09/L. (Table  2) , (Fig lA and B) . 
